
THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY  

The E. G. White—SDA Research Centre welcomes Pastor Basil A. 
Reid as its new Director as of September 1, 2004. Pastor Reid 
comes to us from the West Indies Union, where he served as 
Personal Ministries and Sabbath School Director. 
 
Before that he worked in the West Jamaica Conference for 
more than thirty years as Pastor, Departmental Director, Confer-
ence Secretary, and as President for more than ten years. He is 
presently a student at the Trinity Theological Seminary  and is 
also enrolled in a doctoral programme at NCU. Pastor Reid is 
married to Marcia and they are thankful parents for two girls, 
Mikhala and Anecia. 
 
He brings to the Centre a rich experience in Church administra-
tion which will serve as a strong connection between the Cen-
tre and the churches in the fields. There is an urgent need for 
the Spirit of Prophecy as expressed in the writings of Ellen White, 
to gain an understanding among church administrators and 
members, and to maintain the true purpose for this Centre. 
 
We are thankful for the hour and rejoice as we envision the fu-
ture.  
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“In the beginning God 
created the Heavens and 
the Earth.”    (Genesis 1: 1, NKJV). 

 

Would you like to send us your ques-
tions or comments on Spirit of Proph-
ecy matters? Please, contact us: 

EGW-SDA Research Centre 

Northern Caribbean  

 University, 

Mandeville, Jamaica 

Website: 

 http://egw-sdaresearch.ncu.edu.jm 

E-mails: 

egw-sdaresearch@ncu.edu.jm 

Bareid41@yahoo.com 

kchambers@ncu.edu.jm 

Tel: (876) 523-2446-7 
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FRO M T H E DI R E C TO R:  
 

C R E A T I O N  A N D  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  P R O P H E C Y  
B Y  B A S I L  A .  R E I D  

This will not be the final presentation on the creation of 
the earth. Some of your questions will not be answered. 
However, the objective of this presentation is that your 
faith in the Bible will be strengthened, and that the word 
of God is accepted as the final court of appeal for its own 
records. 
   
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
The earth was without form, and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep” (Genesis 1: 1, 2). The data 
from Scripture present the earth as covered with water 
before the six days of creation. The age of the water, as 
far as I know, has never been critically challenged. There 
is no record of the creation of water in the creation story. 
Creative activity, as it relates to water, is mentioned in 
the collecting of existing water into seas (Genesis 1: 10). 
The creation record of Genesis is silent as to how long 
this planet existed in its original state of “without form 
and void.” This describes the earth’s condition at the be-
ginning of creative week. It presents a chaotic state that 
is being changed by creative actions thus making the 
earth habitable for humankind. This makes man the cen-
ter of creation, and the Sabbath a fitting memorial of this 
great event and an honor confirming the Creator. 
 
Ellen White’s first statement on science and the Bible was 
presented under the title “Disguised Infidelity” written 
five years after Darwin’s Origin of the Species. Her state-
ment first appeared in Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 3 (1864); then 
in three other works namely, The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol-
ume 1 (1870), The Signs of the Times, March 20, 1879, 
and Patriarchs and Prophets (1890). In these presenta-
tions four main points are made as emphasized by Paul 
Gordon in an article, The Bible, Science, and Age of the 
Earth written May 1981. I will mention the first one which 
says that the Bible is reliable history. 
 
In the record of Genesis is preserved the weekly cycle 
originating in the events of the seven days of creation. 
Without this history “geology can prove noth-
ing” (Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 3, p. 90). 
 
“It may be innocent to conjecture beyond Bible history, if 
our suppositions do not contradict the facts found in the 
sacred Scriptures. But when man leave the Word of God 
in regard to the history of creation, and seek to account 
for the God’s creative works upon natural principles, they 

are upon a boundless ocean of uncertainty” (Ibid, p. 
93). 
 
Ellen White warns against the time when the Word of 
God will be considered unreliable and human reasoning 
will be accepted although it stands in opposition to 
Scripture. The discovery of bones of men, beasts and 
remains of tress in the earth should establish faith in 
inspired history. These are evidences that there was a 
flood as the Bible records in Genesis 6 and 7. The re-
cord of creation as found in Genesis is said by Ellen G. 
White “record of creation in its purity” and “an authen-
tic account of the creation of the world” (Counsels to 
Parents, Teachers, and Students, pp. 13, 52). Without 
such definite statements we would be free to conjec-
ture, and speculate on the creation of the world. 
 
“The Bible is the most ancient and the most compre-
hensive history men possess. It came fresh from the 
fountain of eternal truth and throughout ages a divine 
hand has preserved its purity. It lights up the far-
distant past where human research in vain seeks to 
penetrate. In God’s Word along do we behold the 
power that laid the foundations of the earth and 
stretched out the heavens. Here only we find an au-
thentic account of the origin of nations. Here only is 
given a history of our race unsullied by human pride or 
prejudice” (Education, p. 173).  
 
The Bible accounts for the beginning of the weekly cy-
cle, the activities of seven days of creation including the 
creation of man and yet provides for the concept of 
faith. The things God created are profound in their ori-
gin and implications. Yet their lessons can be learned 
by a child and be understood by the scientist though he 
can never comprehend all he sees. Still to both a rest 
days is given, thus providing an opportunity to remem-
ber the Creator and worship Him as the one who made 
the heaven and the earth. It takes less faith to believe 
this than to believe anything else. 
 
    



Farewell to  
Dr. Martin Hanna  
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The Ellen G. White—SDA Research Centre is thankful for the donation of the books, Crea-
tion, Catastrophe, and Calvary, by John T. Baldwin, and Jewelry in the Bible by Angel M. 
Rodriguez. These books were donated by Dr. Martin Hanna. 

On August 31, instant, Dr. Martin Hanna ended 
his service as Director of the E. G. White Re-
search Centre.  
 
As its first Director, Dr. Hanna will always be 
remembered for guiding the Centre during its 
first year. This was a challenging time but it can 
be said that he did an outstanding job. 
 
We wish for him and his family continuous 
blessings in their new field of service. We also 
anticipate his return, in any capacity someday. 

In the process of cataloguing the Smith/Bovee Collection, 
doctoral student Michael Campbell discovered five pre-
viously unknown Ellen G. White letters. The collection 
consists of documents relating to Uriah Smith and Harriet 
Smith, donated by the late Mark L. Bovee in 1990. The 
letters give insights into the life and perspectives of Ellen 
White. In addition to the Ellen G. White letters there were 
a number of other significant items found including an 
1853 letter from James White to Uriah Smith inviting him 
to join the publishing office and a series of letters by 
Uriah Smith on his travels through Europe and Middle 
East in 1894-1895. This collection is a rich resource for 
those wishing to discover more about Uriah and Harriet 
Smith and nineteenth century Seventh-day Adventism. 

DONATIONS 

From Science to Faith* 

“For me Science means Astronomy, one of the oldest of the 
pure sciences. 
 
In 1976, I applied for the directorship of the Armagh Obser-
vatory in Ireland. On my first get-acquainted visit to the ob-
servatory, I found out that it was established in 1790 by an 
archbishop of the Church of Ireland. In the late 1700s natu-
ral theology was still an option, a fact clearly shown in the 
seal of governors of the observatory, which carries the first 
words of Psalm 19: ‘The heavens declare the glory of God.’ 
 
But how does one interpret these words in the twenty-first 
century? 
 
I took ‘heavens’ to mean the first and second heavens of the 
Bible, namely Earth’s atmosphere and the wider universe 
beyond. ‘Glory’ was a bit more difficult, but in my opinion, 
Ellen White’s explanation still holds true. Discussing the 
glory of God Moses requested to see, she asks, ‘What is this 
glory?’ her answer: ‘The character of God. This is what He 
proclaimed to Moses’ (Gospel Workers, p. 417). Thus, my 
rendering of Psalm 19: 1: ‘The universe ahows us God’s 
character in the things He has created.’ 
 
Apart from the Word of God, written or incarnate, the study 
of creation in nature is one of the most powerful and effec-
tive ways of getting to know God...Ellen White agrees[,] ‘The 
heavens may be to [the youth] a study books, from which 
they may learn lessons of intense interest. The moon and the 
star may be their companions, speaking to them in most elo-
quent language of the love of God’ (The Youth’s Instructor, 
October 25, 1900). 
 
This...is the reason we have two books about God, the Bible 
and the book of nature….Back to Psalm 19...the heavens de-
clare God’s glory, His character. They prompt us to lift Him 
up because of the beauty of His character...So how do you 
bring glory to God?...Whatever your discipline, God has en-
trusted into your hands a tool for His glory. Use it for Him! 
(Mart De Margot, From Science to Faith, Adventist Review, 
2002). 

* The following is an excerpt of the devotional message for August 27, 2002, pre-
sented to the International Faith and Science Conference held in Ogden, Utah, 
United States. 

EXCITING DISCOVERY OF E. G. WHITE LETTERS 
Adventist Heritage Centre, Andrews University, 2004 



Praise be unto His name; 
His mercy we all can claim. 

Nothing can’t match His glory; 
Words can tell His wondrous story. 

Mighty above all heavens; 
Wondrous love He is given. 

Mighty above all men and yet a loving Friend; 
You are holy, You are worthy of all my praises 

—Maranda Wilson, Brooklyn, New York 
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THE HEALTH CORNER:  

Smoking  
I n j u re s  t he  B ra in  

One of the adverse ef-
fects of tobacco smok-
ing is related to the 
cause of strokes. The 
arteries supplying the 
brain tend to experience 
accelerated arterioscle-
rosis due to smoking. 
Medical studies confirm 
that smoking increases 

risk of cerebrovascular disease and that 15% of 
the nearly 150,000 stroke death occurring each 
year in the United States are due to smoking 
(Nedley, Proof Positive, p. 387). 
 
Ellen G. White stated that “tobacco,  in what-
ever form it is used...is a slow poison. It af-
fects the brain and benumbs the sensibili-
ties” (Counsels on Health, p. 81). “Those who 
acquire and indulge the...appetite for tobacco, 
do this at the expense of health. They are de-
stroying nervous energy, lessening vital force, 
and sacrificing mental strength” (Temperance, 
p. 64). Smoking also reduces the provision of 
oxygen to the brain, decreasing memory abil-
ity, concentration, and alertness. These are 
good reasons for thinking twice before accept-
ing a cigarette. 

PIONEER OF THE MONTH: 
J. N. ANDREWS 

( July 22, 1829-October 21, 1883) 

J. N. Andrews was the first SDA mis-
sionary, traveling to Western Europe 
in 1874. He was born in Poland, 
Maine, and died at Basel, Switzerland, 
at the age of 54 years. “He enjoyed 
‘sever study’ much more than physical 
activity; in later years he could read 
the Bible in seven languages and 
claimed the ability to reproduce the 
New Testament from memory. At the 
age of 17 he began to observe the Sab-
bath. He began to work as a minister 

at 21, in 1850, and was ordained in 1853” (Adventist 
Heritage Project, Presidents of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, p. 3). In 1867, he became the 
third president of the General Conference. He was an edi-
tor of the Review and Herald, and author of the book His-
tory of the Sabbath and the First day of the Week. He was 
also active in the development of church organization. In 
1856, he married Angeline S. Steven; they had four chil-

 
Mighty God 

Director’s Visit 
“The Footprints of the Pioneers” 

 
On September  30—October 8, the Director, along with Spirit of Proph-
ecy Directors from the Inter-American Division went on a tour: 
“Footprints of the Pioneers” covering the New England/Washington DC 
States. 
 
Among the sites visited were: 

• In North Lancaster, MA, the home of J. N. Andrews, the first over-
seas Missionary. After the death of his wife, he pastored the village 
church here and revised the book History of the Sabbath. It was from 
here that he and his two daughters left for Europe. 

• There was much to learn when we arrived at Atlantic Union Col-
lege, the oldest SDA academic institution standing in its original site. 
The Miller Chapel located in Founders’ Hall, contains early Advent-
ist memorabilia including a pulpit from which Miller spoke. There 
are also full length portraits of William Miller and his wife Lucy, 
decorating the walls. 

•  In Low Hampton, New York we had Sabbath worship in the Wil-
liam Miller’s Chapel, and celebrated the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper, and has lunch on its lawn. It was a moving experience to 
stand on “Ascension Rock” a few chains from the church, where on 
October 22, 1844, William Miller and others waited for the Second 
Coming of Christ. It never occurred, but Miller’s faith  was not 
quenched. He was convinced from the study of  the Scriptures that it 
would occur some day.                  <To be continued on next issue> 
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PRINCIPLES OF PRINCIPLES OF 
INTERPRETATION                        INTERPRETATION                        

Invite the Holy Spirit  
to be Your Guide 

“Ellen White declares that a ‘true knowledge of the 
Bible can be gained only through the aid of that 
Spirit by whom the Word was given” (Education, p. 
189). The same true is concerning our attempts 
to understand Ellen White’s writings, since they 
also were produced under the impulse of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
There are scholars...who interpret the first 11 chap-
ters of the Bible as myth and hold that Jesus was an 
ordinary mortal. Their interpretations cannot be 
trusted, as they obviously have not been led by the 
Holy Spirit...Ellen White even asserts that those 
who manifest an unChristlike spirit cannot be 
trusted to interpret the Scriptures rightly. 
 
A knowledge of the biblical languages is extremely 
helpful in the interpretation of Scripture, and such 
works as a good concordance, a Bible dictionary, 
and the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary...Yet 
none of these are a substitute for a firm connection 
with heaven and the Author of truth can Himself 
direct our thinking. 
 
Likewise in the study of Ellen White’s writings, 
if [we] read her correctly, it is imperative that 
we seek for the illumination that only the Holy 
Spirit can give. May God grant us the deep satis-
faction that comes, not only from the search, but 
especially from the discovery of His will for our 
lives.” 
(Robert Olson, How to Interpret Ellen G. White, 
Adventist Review, June, 1993). 

QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS 

We  w e l c o m e  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  
c o m m e n t s  o n  S p i r i t  o f  P r o p h e c y  
m a t t e r s .  P l e a s e ,  s e n d  yo u r  
c o m m e n t s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  
E G W- S DA  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e  ( S e e  
a d d r e s s  o n  p a g e  o n e ) .   

Question: Did Ellen White described the earth before the flood? 
 
Answer: Ellen White wrote that the world was one that “showed 
scarcely the first signs of decay. Everything in nature was beautiful and 
lovely” (Signs of the Times, April 10, 1901). Gold, silver, and other 
precious stones were in abundance. “The hills, mountains, and...plains 
were adorned with plants and flowers” (Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1, p. 24). 
Another physical characteristic of the antediluvian world was the ab-
sence of rain prior the flood, “there had a midst arisen to water the 
earth” (Manuscript 32, 1886). 
 
Question: Did Ellen White make any comments about the physical 
appearance of Adam and Eve? 
 
Answer: Yes.  Ellen White wrote that “[they] were of great stature, 
and possessed wonderful strength” (Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 1, p. 67). 
“As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, [Adam] was of lofty 
stature and perfect in symmetry. His countenance bore the ruddy tint of 
health and glowed with the light of life and joy. Adam’s height was 
much greater than that of men who now inhabit the earth. Eve some-
what less in stature: yet her form was noble, and full of 
beauty” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 45). 
 
Question: Did Ellen White have any statement concerning the 
Sabbath and its institution in Eden? 
Answer: Ellen White wrote that “the Sabbath institution, which origi-
nated in Eden, is as old as the world itself” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 
336). The Sabbath was given to commemorate the work of creation. 
God says that the Sabbath, “it is a sign between Me and the children of 
Israel forever; for in six days [ not six indefinite periods of time; for 
then there would be no possible for man to observe the day specified in 
the fourth commandment] the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the 
seventh day He rested, and was refreshed. Please read carefully the fifth 
chapter of Deuteronomy. God says again, ‘Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy.’...God would not present the death sentence for a disre-
gard of the Sabbath unless He had presented before men a clear under-
standing of the Sabbath. After He had created our world and man, He 
looked upon the work that He had done, and pronounced it very good. 
And when the foundation of the earth was laid, the foundation of the 
Sabbath was laid also” (Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 135, 136). 

Did you Know? 
Ellen G. White loved to spend time  

on the mountains 
 

“She did not only enjoy their beauty, but the 
experience always pointed her to God and 
spiritual realities. ‘I love the hills and moun-
tains, and forests of flourishing evergreens,’ 
she declared in 1873. ‘I love the brooks, the 
swift running streams of softest water 
which come bubbling over the rocks, 
through ravines, by the side of the moun-
tains, as if singing the joyful praise of 
God” (George Knight, Walking with Ellen 
White, p. 28). 



The Spirit of Prophecy Association: 
Did you Know? The Ellen G. White—Seventh-day Adventist Research 

Centre at Northern Caribbean University has launched a Spirit of Prophecy Associa-
tion. Members of the Association support and benefit from the activities of the Centre. 
 
Activities at the Centre include collecting and preserving Ellen White’s writings as 
well as other materials (supportive and critical) that are relevant to SDA theology and 
history. We also produce research, present seminars, and answer questions about Ellen 
White and SDA history and theology. 
 
The annual budget of the Centre is largely funded by a partnership of the Inter-
American Division, West Indies Union, and Northern Caribbean University. The Divi-
sion provided the materials for the centre and provides the Director’s salary and budget 
for some overseas travel. The Union and University fund most of our other costs. 
 
To maximize our ability to serve you, the Research Centre will raise funds each year 
to supplement our budget. We will do this by receiving donations from Church Or-
ganizations, Churches, and Church members. 
 

Name:__________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: ______________________ 
E-mail address:__________________________ 
 
Place a check mark beside the statements that 
indicate your desire. 
 
 
 
I would like to: 
 
Become a member  ______ 
Purchase materials  ______ 
Make a Donation  ______ 
 

 
 
 

Please fill out and send this 
coupon to the  

 
EGW-SDA Research Centre, 

Northern Caribbean University, 
Mandeville, Jamaica 

 
egw-sdaresearch@ncu.edu.jm 

bareid41@yahoo.com 
kchambers@ncu.edu.jm 

 
Telephone: (876) 523-2446-7 

  

NEW MEMBERS! We would like to welcome to our 
Spirit of Prophecy Association Elder Leslie Coke, 
Williamsfield SDA Church, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica. 

 
 

COMMENTS 
FROM OUR 
VISITORS 

“The tour revealed just 
how organized the 
Centre is, though still 
in its early stages. [The 
tour] was interesting 
and informative, and I 
will recommend it to 
those still confused on 
[the] SDA Church and 
E. G. White contribu-
tion to the work.” 
Visitor, Research Cen-
tre. 
 
“I believe you are do-
ing a good job. Keep it 
up! Your personnel is 
truly great.” 
Visitor, Research Cen-
tre. 
 
“Let’s continue to keep 
the vision alive! 
Michael Parkins, Stu-
dent, NCU. 

Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 2, No .10 
 
Spirit of Prophecy Association News Letter 
Ellen G. White—Seventh-day Adventist (EGW-
SDA) Research Centre, Northern Caribbean 
University. 
 
Spirit of Prophecy is a news letter dedicated to 
the promotion of the biblical truth concerning 
God’s revelation through Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit of Prophecy. This news letter is 
published by the EGW-SDA Research Centre to 
equip the members of the Spirit of Prophecy 
Association to participate in the ministry of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
 
Editorial Staff: Basil A. Reid, Director, Re-
search Centre; Kerry-Ann Chambers, Adminis-
trative Assistant, Research Centre. 
 
Supervisory Committee: Leon Wellington, Vice 
President, Spirit of Prophecy Coordinator, IAD; 
Ronnie Henry, Spirit of Prophecy Coordinator, 
WIU; Vassell Kerr, Dean of School of Religion 
and Theology, NCU; Nazrene Nathan, Resource 
Centre, WIU; Danieto Murray, Vice President for 
Finance, NCU; Heather James, Librarian; Pastor 
Gary Fletcher. The Director and the Administra-
tive Assistant are also members of this commit-
tee. 



Exciting Discovery of Ellen G. 
White Letters 

Adventist Heritage Centre, Andrews 
University, 2004 
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ELLEN G. WHITE AND 
THE AGE OF THE EARTH 

By Helena Gregor, Ph.D., 
Professor of Gift of Prophecy 

Northern Caribbean University 

For many ages, through many generations, at-
tempts were made to find out he age of the earth. 
Based on the apparent difference between the Bib-
lical account and the conclusion of science, many 
biblical scholars tried to determine the time when 
creation took place. 
 
Even though E. G. White did not attempt to cal-
culate the age of the earth in the way others like 
Ussher did, some of her statements indicate her 
knowledge of the age of the earth. In various writ-
ings she indicate her knowledge of the age of the 
earth. In various writings she indicate different 
approximate ages for the earth. 
 
Her statements could be divided into three groups. 
First, that the earth is exactly 6,000 years old. 
Second, that the earth is about 6,000 years old, 
and third that the age of the earth is over 6,000 
years. 
 
In order to understand the meaning of her writings 
two things should be taken into consideration. 
First, these statements were taken from the pas-
sages where she did not discuss the age of the 
earth but rather she was talking about God’s pa-
tience toward sinners, glorifying His grace toward 
humans for such a long period of time.  
 
Second, she lived and operated at the time when 
ideas of evolution were known, widely applauded, 
and accepted by many secular minds and even by 
many theologians. In opposition to them she made 
clear, by these statements her belief in six day 
creation and relatively young age of the earth, com-
pared to billions of years suggested by evolution-
ists. 
 
Her writings should be read with the same care 
as we exercise when we are reading the Scrip-
ture. One must take into consideration the time, 
place, circumstances, to whom she was writing, 
what position she was arguing against, and what 
issue she was addressing. The intentions of her 
writings and the theological position from which 
she wrote must be considered for better under-
standing of what she was trying to argue. 

THOUGHTS  FROM THE THOUGHTS  FROM THE   
SPIRIT OF PROHECYSPIRIT OF PROHECY  

“Who gives us the sunshine which makes the earth brings 
forth and bear? And...the fruitful showers? Who given us 
the heavens above and the sun and stars in the heavens? 
Is it not the God of heaven who has created the 
worlds, and who rested upon the seventh-day? ...Every 
time we look at the world we are reminded of the mighty 
hand of God which called it into existence.” 

(Manuscript 16, 1895). 
 
“I have been shown that without the Bible history, ge-
ology can prove nothing. Relics found in the earth do 
give evidence of a state of things differing in many re-
spects from the present. But the time of their existence, 
and how long a period these things have been in the earth, 
are only to be understood by Bible history.”  

(Lift Him Up, p. 52). 
 
“There is harmony between nature and Christianity; 
for both have the same Author. The book of nature and 
the book of revelation indicate the working of the same 
divine mind” 

 (Review and Herald, August 19, 1884). 
 

“In the creation of the earth, God was not indebted to 
pre-existent matter...All things, material or spiritual, 
stood up before the Lord Jehovah at His voice, and were 
created for His own purpose” 

(Ministry of Healing, p. 414). 

“By the word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, 

and all the host of them by 
the breath of His mouth… 
For He spoke, and it was 

done, He commanded and 
it stood fast.” 

Psalm 33: 5, 9 (NKJV).  


