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Studies in the Spirit of Prophecy and the Life and Work of Ellen G.
White. Written and compiled by E. L. Cardey.
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2 3 Facts about the Seventh-day Adventist Church
around the world
* Churches 60,840
$ 3 & * Church Membership 14,754,022
4 * Ordained Ministers, Active 15, 735
* Countries in Which Work is Established 202
(Seventh-day Adventist Yearbook 2007: 4).
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John Byington was a | 2
Methodist preacher be-
fore he became a Sev-
enth-day  Adventist ( )
preacher. He was also T (
a vigorous opponent of | g / ! 3
slavery and his home 2
was said to have been 5 (
a station on the old un- i
| derground railroad that iCacld
offered shelter for
slaves who escaped
from the South and
sought their freedom.
He did not accept the | 9 - @ E :
Seventh-day Adventist | & $%83;  ( 0, B )
message until he was past fifty. Then he became I 2)3 ) :
a vigorous preacher of the truth. He helped to
organize one of the first Seventh-day Adventist , )
Churches, in Buck’s Bridge, New York. He was a )3
practical man and helped to build several early
Seventh-day Adventist churches. . 3 )

9.  $USA

In May, 1863, representatives of the Sabbath- (
keeping Adventists were sent to Battle Creek for
the first General Conference Session. Twenty | .
delegates came, representing six conferences. B
Elder Byington, on May 21, was chosen the first B _ F
president of the General Conference. '

The Buck’s bridge church school started around
1854. This church school was founded two years
before the first elementary church school in Bat- |’
tle Creek. Byington's daughter, Martha, taught
this school. His son, John F. Byington, taught |
church school in Battle Creek in 1860 and be- H@A
came a physician. , 23 ,

Elder Byington was a courageous man. He lived : 2

to see the church he helped to establish become ) ( , .=
a missionary church with a work begun on sev- ) 9 #HA
eral continents. He died in 1887, at 88 years of 9

age. GE#)
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